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CASE # C/“VZO 13-0002
CITY OF AUSTIN JQ@'U* [0¥ 71003

APPLICATION TO SIGN REVIEW BOARD

SIGN VARIANCE TP-OLSXZXOIOB

- WARNING: Filing of this appeal stops all affected construction activity.

PLEASE: TYPE AND COMPLETE ALL REQUESTED INFORMATION.

STREET ADDRESS: 717 East Parmer Lane at Tech Ridge Boulevard, Austin, TX 78753
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision —
Lot(s) 2A  Block A Outlot, Division Parmer South Subd Resub of Lots 2&3 BLKA
I'We Fairmont Sign Company on behalf of myself/ourselves as authorized agent for
Karlin Parmer Office, LLC - affirm thaton 13 Dec » 2012, hereby apply for a hearing before
the Sign Review Board for consideration:

ERECT — ATTACH - COMPLETE — REMODEL — MAINTAIN
Erect two (2) Wall ID signs and two {2) Ground 1D signs

in a LI-PDA/LTD industrial zoning district, located within the  Scenic Roadway Sign

District.

If your variance request is for a reduction in setbacks or height limits, please contact Lena Lund
with the Electric Utility at 322-6587 before filing your application with this office to discuss your
request. The Electric Ulility will recommend the board deny your request if it will result in an
encroachment into an electric easement or a NESC violation.

NOTE: The Board must determine the existence of, sufficiency of and weight of evidence
suppotting the findings described below. In order to grant your requeste for a variance, the Board
must first make one or more of the findings described under 1, 2, and 3 below; the Board must
then make the finding described in item 4 below. If the Board cannot make the required findings,
it cannot approve a sign variance.

Therefore, you must complete each of the applicable Findings Staternents as part of your

application. Failure to do so may result in your application being rejected as incomplete. Please
attach any additional support documents.
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VARIANCE FINDINGS: I contend that my entitlement to the requested variance is based on the
following findings: :

1. The variance is necessary because strict enforcement of the Article prohibits any reasonable
opportunity to provide adequate signs on the site, considering the unique features of a site such as
its dimensions, landscaping, or topography, because: Issue #1: Regarding need for a Second Ground
Sign: the site has frontages on two very busy roadways, East Parmer Lane and Tech Ridge

Boulevard, both of which have multiple entrance driveways and safety concerns with traffic forced

to make hurried decisions where these proposed signs will ensure safety and best traffic flow.

OR,

2. The granting of this variance will not have a substantially adverse impact upon neighboring
properties, because: The second requested ground sign, in combination with the first sign which

is allowed, will greatly aid private and commercial vehicle traffic in determining in which building General
Motors has offices versus all the almost identical buildings occupied by another company (Dell Computer) -
s0 actually these Ground ID signs will benefit all businesses in that large campus area.

OR,

3. The granting of this variance will not substantially conflict with the stated purposes of this

sign ordinance, because: Issue #2; Regarding request to internally illuminate the Blue Square thatis an
integral part of the Global General Motors Corporate ID Logo: All four {4) proposed internally illuminated
ID signs display the GM lago as a small part of the overall design, but a critical element in maintaining
GM's image as supported in ALL other forms of media presentation. The balance of the graphics is only
illuminated letters and conforms to the Scenic Roadway Sign District criteria.

AND, '

4, Granting a variance would not provide the applicant with a special privilege not enjoyed by
others similarly situated or potentially similarly situated, because: General Motor’s building is
uniquely situated within what was up until just recently a single company’s large campus of very similar
appearing buildings; and traffic approaches this site along two distinct roadways that both need adequate
ID signage to allow safe driving decisions to be made in a timely manner.

APPLICANT CERTIFICATE - I affirm that my statements contained in the complete application
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. @6 5

Signed /DMW %L Mail Address 3750 East Outer Drive 0’[ 0
forfFairmont Sign Company - 4)\.%, L\'

City, State & Zip  Detroit, M 48234-2900

Printed Patrick W. Clark Phone 313.731.2126 Date 13 December, 2012

OWNERS CERTIFICATE — I affirm that my statements contained in the compiete application
are irue and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed SeeAttached Letter from Mail Address 11755 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400
Karlin Parmer Office, LLC

City, State & Zip  Los Angeles, CA 90025

Printed Phone Date December 12, 2012
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KARLIN PARMER OFFICE, LLC

KARLIN ASSET MANAGEMENT
11755 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90025

December 12, 2012

Ms. Susan Walker

CITY OF AUSTIN - PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DEPARTMENT
One Texas Center

505 Barton Springs Road, 1% Floor

Austin, TX 78704

-RE:  Sign Variance
General Motors, LLC
717 E. Parmer Lane
Austin, TX 78753

Dear Ms. Walker,

Please accept this letter as notification that Fairmont Sign Company may act on behaif
of Karlin Parmer Office, LLC (Owner) in the submittal of signage variances for General
Motors, LLC (Tenant) at 717 E. Parmer Lane, Austin, TX 78753.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Rachel Lee
KARLIN PARMER OFFICE, LLC
KARLIN ASSET MANAGEMENT
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1”//] SUBJECT TRACT

-= CASE#: C16-2013-0002
L - 5 “ONING BOUNDARY LOCATION: 717 East Parmer Lane

This product is for informational purpeses and may not have bean prepared for or be suitable for legal, enginesring, or surveying purposes. It does not represent
an on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been prodused by the Planning and Development Review Department for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranly is made by the
City of Austin regarding spec¥ic accuracy of completeness.




Per Viktor Auzenne, after he reviewed our sign package, the following issues need Board of
Adjustment/Sign Review Board Approval:

1. ITEM #1: The need for a second Ground Mounted ID Sign — This site has quite a long frontage
on two heavily traveled roadways, and on both East Parmer Lane as well as Tech Ridge
Bouldevard, there are multiple driveways to choose from when approaching the site.
Furthermore, all the buildings within what once was a single business’s campus appear quite
similar and lead to a lot of confusion as to where to turn in for which building. This becomes a
safety issue during mornings and evenings, as well as an inconvenience to the many drivers,
both private vehicles and delivery trucks, who need this clear information as to where to go.
Accordinly, we are requesting a second ground sign so that each roadway can be safely
identified.

2. ITEM #2: General Motor’s logo is a Blue Square, within which “GM [Underscore]” is universally
displayed. They never simply use only the letters. This is true throughout their global inventory
of building signage, badging on vehicles, brand usage in print, webhsites, TV ads and all other
visual imaging. This trademarked branding is maintained with a most critical eye to uniformity
as any deviation could lead to copyright legal issues. We simply wish to illuminate the entire
square logo: Blue field and White lettering. The balance of the signs’ graphics is individual
lettering where only the letters light at night — conforming to your district zoning. We propose
to use this totally illuminated logo on four (4) signs: Two (2) Building Wall Mounted Signs that
otherwise conform to all code specifications, and Two (2} Ground Mounted 1D Signs to be placed
at driveway entrances off of both East Parmer Lane and Tech Ridge Boulevard, one (1) of which
is otherwise allowed by code,

ALL other signs in our overall signage package conform to code, per Mr. Auzenne. We provided these
sign details to show the complete wayfinding system of directing traffic into the site from the two {2)
main driveways and avoiding issues and inconvenience to visitors, delivery trucks, and even the regular
employees.
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Patrick Clark

From: Roger Briddick

Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2012 5:07 PM
To: gis_info@tcadcentral.org

Cc: Patrick Clark

Subject: General Motors - Austin, TX - Plat Map help
Attachments: 27 - ALTA Survey.pdf

Hello Mr. Oehler,

We are working towards submitting the required materials for a Variance hearing in January. These
materials must be submitted by this Friday. The property is located at 717 East Parmer Lane in Austin
(see attached Survey)

I am asking for your help on how we can get a Tax Plat of the location showing properties within a 500ft
radius. We have found Plat Maps online, but cannot find a larger one for this purpose. We are remotely
handling this variance application from Detroit (MI) and would appreciate some guidance and help on how
we can get the proper plat map materials to submit.

Can you please let us know how you can help us in this regard.

Yours truly,

Kogch bl‘iclcli;:l(, Frojcct Managemcnt
Fairmont Sign Company
rbriddick@fairmontsign.com

(313) 731-2117

(313) 368-9335 (fax)

3750 East Outer Drive

Detroif, MI 48234




PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to attend a public
hearing, you are not required to attend. However, if you do attend, you
have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed
development or change. You may also contact a neighborhood or
environmental organization that has expressed an interest in an
application affecting your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or
continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend approval
or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a
specific date and time for a postponement or continuation that is not later
than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice is required.

-..-A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with
standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a person who
can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal
will determine whether a person has standing to appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record
owner of the subject property, or who communicates an interest to a
board or cornmission by:

+ delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or
during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues of
concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a
notice); or

« appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing;

and:

+ occupies a primary restdence that is within 500 feet of the subject

property or proposed development;
. « 18 the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property

or proposed development; or

« is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that
has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within 500 feet of
the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible
department no later than 10 days after the decision. An appeal form may
be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development
process, visit our web site: www.ci.austin.tx.us/development.

Written comments must be submitted to the contact person listed on the notice
before or at a E&ro hearing. Your comments should include the name of the
board or commission, or Council; the scheduled date of the public hearing; the
Case Number; and the contact person listed on the notice.

Case Number: C16-2013-0002 — 717 E Parmer Lane
Contact: Susan Walker, 512-974-2202
Public Hearing: Sign Review Board, January 14th, 2013

.DVA&.Q.T mwm._o reyeCuld _ (J T am in favor
Your Name (please print) { &1 object

12 5ot Tech Ridge Bly A #g22 Pustin e 18753
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If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:

City of Austin-Planning & Development Review Department/ 1st Floor
Susan Walker
P. O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-1088




